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Piracy – a multitude of regulations

International 
public law

Criminal law

Domestic public 
law

Business law

Piracy
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Piracy – a multitude of regulations

UNCLOS SUA 

SOLAS

MARPOL

Torture Convention

ECHR

UN Charter HR

International 
public law
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Piracy – a multitude of regulations

UNCLOS PART VII

Achille Lauro

SUA
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http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/closindx.htm
http://www.5min.com/Video/The-Hijacking-of-the-Achille-Lauro-119994851
http://www.5min.com/Video/The-Hijacking-of-the-Achille-Lauro-119994851
http://www.5min.com/Video/The-Hijacking-of-the-Achille-Lauro-119994851
http://www.5min.com/Video/The-Hijacking-of-the-Achille-Lauro-119994851
http://www.admiraltylawguide.com/conven/suppression1988.html
http://www.admiraltylawguide.com/conven/suppression1988.html
http://www.admiraltylawguide.com/conven/suppression1988.html


Piracy – a multitude of regulations

Approach to piracy in criminal law
Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court

How is it criminalised?

Do we wish to prosecute?

Does terrorism-legislation apply?

Criminal code

Kenya model?

Criminal Law
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https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=126465
https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=126465
https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=126465


Piracy – a multitude of regulations

Rules on asylum
Rules on transfer of 

currency

Labour law
Rules on the use of private 

guards

Domestic
public law rules
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Piracy – a multitude of regulations

Charterparties Insurance

General Average Risk allocation

Business law
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What type of risk … What is piracy?
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Charterparties

Navigation / ship’s safety Commercial

ON hire

Claused

OFF hire

Follows from 
interpretation



It depends… relative definitions?

Navigation / ship’s safety

Commercial
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It depends… relative definitions?
Low – slow – convoy/designated route patrolled by the 
joint military forces, Gulf of Aden?

Tall – quick, Gulf of Aden?

Low – slow – Indian Ocean?

Tall – quick – Indian Ocean?
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What type of risk … What is piracy?

Marine War

Insurance
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What type of risk … What is piracy?
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General average

Ship and cargo Vessel and crew

Voluntary sacrifice? 
Involuntary payment of 
ransom

Reasonable Unreasonable



What is piracy?

03-12-2009 - Kristina Siig Piracy - a jumble of legal grey zones 15

?


