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Spinoff of a study on footwear and flooring 

4 fishing vessels ς12 fishermen

3 voyages at sea 

Conversations, interviews, fieldwork notes, 
photos/video

[ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ Ǌƛǎƪ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ 

The ǎǘǳŘȅΩǎbackground
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The most dangerousoccupationin the 
worldΧ

ÅMorel et al; Kaplan & Kite-Powell; Brooks; Bye 
& Lamvik; Power

Å2 fatal accidentsin 2006 ςout of 3728 
fishermen. For landbasedoccupationsin 
genralit was2 fatal accidentsout of 100.000.



Startingpoint

I was making coffee in the galley when Paul and 
Peter came down from the deck. Peter began to 
tell, short of breath and hectic, that they had just 
ΨŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΩΦ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǉǳŜŜȊŜŘ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΦ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΚ 
Try to tell me more calmly, I asked. But Peter  was 
ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ōȅ tŀǳƭΥ ΨbƻΣ ƴƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ 
ƘŜǊΗ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ Ωll write it all  in her computer and  
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ  ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ  ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΗΩ L ƴŜǾŜǊ 
got more to know about what had happened



1. Is the risk natural or is it human-
made?

*Ropeikand Slovic2003

5 factors affecting risk perception*
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2. Awareness
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3. The risk-benefit trade-off
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4. Control and Trust 

5. Chosen or imposed risk
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1. The profession is it self 
based on risk taking 

3 characteristics of fishery: 
risk based, sceptical to experts, small enterprises
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